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JID Welcomes Hypothesis Letters
long-standing readers have come to appreci-ate JID’s record of achievement in presenting the latest and best data in investigative derma-
tology. On the other hand, the constraints of docu-
mentation and validation, as required for “sober” 
presentations, do not permit the leaps of intuition 
that typify the discussions one hears in laboratory 
meetings and journal clubs around the globe.
Readers may have felt at times that there was 
something missing—something that would tickle 
the imagination, challenge long-held beliefs, and 
encourage readers to design the next set of experi-
ments along different lines than convention would 
dictate. The Journal’s unchallenged strength in 
presenting solid “facts” notwithstanding, might it 
not profit from a bit more theory and speculation? 
Let us consider what great minds have said about 
hypotheses.
“The true scientist is quite imaginative as well 
as rational, and sometimes leaps to solutions 
where reason can follow only slowly.”
—Isaac Asimov, 1983
“A hypothesis is...the obligatory starting 
point of all experimental reasoning. Without 
it no investigation would be possible, and one 
would learn nothing: one could only pile up 
barren observations. To experiment without a 
preconceived idea is to wander aimlessly.”
—Claude Bernard, 1865
Thus, the possibility of inviting and publish-
ing “hypothesis” letters doesn’t sound entirely 
unreasonable. Indeed, more encouragement from 
prominent voices can be found for doing so.
“Theory and fact are equally strong and utter-
ly interdependent; one has no meaning without 
the other. We need theory to organize and inter-
pret facts, even to know what we can or might 
observe. And we need facts to validate theories 
and give them substance.”
—Stephen Jay Gould, 1998
“Scientific reasoning is therefore at all levels an 
interaction between two episodes of thought—a 
dialogue between two voices, the one imagina-
tive and the other critical; a dialogue, as I have 
put it, between the possible and the actual, 
between proposal and disposal, conjecture and 
criticism, between what might be true and what 
is in fact the case.”
—Peter Medawar, 1969
We have thus decided to make a little room in 
the Journal for a protected niche where hypotheses 
of outstanding quality, broad interest, and impor-
tance are presented, to expose them and their 
underpinnings to the skin research community at 
large. Starting off with an intriguing hypothesis on 
cutaneous development by Kurt S. Stenn and his 
colleagues (2008, this issue), we present our inau-
gural Hypothesis Letter.
For those who care to offer similar submissions, 
Hypothesis Letters will be reviewed and subjected 
to scrutiny by the Editors and will have the same 
requirements as letters in general. We look for-
ward to your critical feedback and cordially invite 
you to contact us if you wish to contribute to this 
novel feature.
We conclude with additional advice and warn-
ing from Peter Medawar and one of his descen-
dents.
“I cannot give any scientist of any age better 
advice than this: the intensity of a conviction 
that a hypothesis is true has no bearing over 
whether it is true or not.”
—Peter Medawar, 1990
“Remember, Paul; the most difficult hypoth-
esis to prove is that which is wrong.”
—J. Wayne Streilein, personal  
communication, 1980
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